Tahoe Community Church
Notes, Announcements, Needs and Reminders
December 2017
Worshiping Together, Making Disciples, Reaching our World

Ten Guidelines
For Keeping
Christ in
Christmas
TAKE time to be
alone and ponder
your relationship with Christ.
READ the story of Jesus’ birth and note how people
responded- Mary, Joseph, the shepherds, Simeon
and Anna.
PRAISE God at Christmas. Join other Christians in
celebrations of music and praise.
HELP those in need at Christmas. Follow the example of Jesus whose heart was filled with compassion
for those who were suffering.
KEEP your TO DO list as short as possible. Limit your
social obligations so there is time for reflection.
USE cash when you buy gifts to avoid holiday
debt.
TELL others about the Savior. Find opportunities to
give a tract or a Bible.
REMEMBER Christ’s church around the world.
LIVE like Christ in this season. Be compassionate,
forgiving and sensitive to people.
BE JOYFUL at Christmas! You are celebrating the
greatest event in the history of the world—the arrival
of God in human form.

Christmas Eve Service
Join us on Sunday December 24th, at 6:00 pm for a special
Christmas Eve service. This service
will include the singing of familiar
Christmas Carols, special music
presentations, and a message from
God’s word. Lets make plans to
celebrate the Birth of our Lord Jesus
Christ. This is also a great opportunity to invite
friends and family members to come to Church.

Sunday Worship Schedule
9:00 a.m.

Sunday Morning Study Classes

9:30 a.m.

Praise Team Warm Up in Sanctuary

10:10 a.m.

Coffee/Fellowship Time in MPR

10:30 a.m.
Worship Service
(Nursery and Children’s Church Available)
5:00 p.m.

Youth Group in the MPR

Weekly Church Activities
Wednesday 7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study Fellowship at
Lakeside upstairs restaurant
8:30 a.m. Prayer Gathering in Sanctuary
3:30 p.m. Awesome Kids
6:00 p.m. Praise Team Practice
Thursday

9:00 a.m. Women’s Morning Study
5:30 p.m. Women’s Evening Study
6:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study

Saturday

9:00 a.m. Children’s Choir Practice

CHURCH FAMILY
CHRISTMAS DINNER
Thursday, December 21, 2017 @
6:00 pm
Tahoe Community Church MultiPurpose Room
This will be a Pot Luck affair
Sign up sheets are located in the church Foyer
Questions?
Call Church Office 588-5860 or Jan 775-781-1783

145 Daggett Way — Stateline, Nevada 89449 — (775) 588-5860 — tahoechurch@gmail.com — www.tahoecommunitychurch.org
Office Telephone Extensions: Mondo 101, Ted-103, Sarah and Preschool-107.

Children’s Christmas Program
Sunday Morning December 24th

You are Invited!!!
Notes from the Preschool
Please join us for our annual
Christmas Music Program and
Social.
Thursday Evening, December 14, 7:00 - 8:30
Ted Beverage will lead our little ones in a delightful
holiday music performance.
Please come and meet our preschool families, meet
our teachers, and support the Preschool.

We are looking for Youth and children to participate
in our Morning worship service on December 24th
- We need youth to read narration parts
See Kiyrah Keith to sign up
- We need children to act as shepherds and wise men
See Jacky Daly
- And Chisti Laremore is putting together a children’s
choir for children in grades 4 and up to sing a special
song
Practice will be Saturday December 9th and 16th
at 9:00am for the choir.
There will be a practice for all Youth and Children
participants on Saturday December 23 at 9:00 am
Contact Ted for more information

In lieu of refreshments, there will be a bake sale
fundraiser to provide a Christmas bonus for the Pre
school Teachers.
Preschool will be closed for two weeks between
Christmas and New Year's. This is eight days of unpaid time off for all of the Teachers.
Please plan to attend or provide for our bake sale.
Thank you for your generous support!
Sarah Tran

Preschool Fundraiser
**Date Night / Shopping Night**
Need time off from your kids? Our preschool can
help! The Preschool Teachers are offering Child
Care for children age 18 months through 12 years.
There will be Movies, Popcorn & Cookie Making
Thursday Night 6-9 pm December 7

Poinsettias for the
Sanctuary
By Ted Beverage
Once again we would like
to decorate our sanctuary with
poinsettias. We ask you to purchase and bring in poinsettias to
be displayed at the front of the
sanctuary.
Please inform me if the flowers you bring in are
in memory of/or in honor of someone special. I will
compile a list which will be included in the bulletin the
last two weeks of December.

Tuesday Night 6-9 pm December 12
Wednesday Night 6-9 pm December 13th
Cost: $50 per child paid at drop off
Please sign up ahead of time so we know how
many Teachers to have each night.

Sanctuary Decorations
The Sanctuary was decorated this year by Suzette Waite, Carol
Borsos, and Lisa Taylor. Please thank
them for a wonderful Job!

(Missionary news and prayers continued)

Missionary
News & Prayer

FMI/Pakistan
Nov. 23rd update for Ahmed*, a strategic FMI worker;
The 4th hearing has concluded, but still no evidence
by Carol Borsos
against Ahmed has been provided. Accusers
brought rioters into the courtroom. Ahmed’s attorney
For more details, and photos on
and the judge have been threatened. Ahmed remissions, check out the bulletin
board in the church lobby.
mains strong spiritually, physically, and mentally. He is
grateful by all the assurances of prayers and messagFor all of those we support financially and
es of encouragement from around the world. His
through prayer; please lift up to our LORD in prayer all family is in a safer location; asylum elsewhere may be
outreaches, regular and special Christmas services,
considered. There will be a fifth hearing. *name
and events. Our brethren in Macedonia will celebrate changed for protection
the birth of Christ January 7, 2018. This is because most The pastor TCC supports and other workers in PakiMacedonians belong to the Orthodox Church and
stan could be in danger of these same unfounded
use the Julian’ calendar for their festivals. As the Gos- accusations. Ask God to move in the hearts and
pel is told all over the world, pray hearts receive Jesus minds of Pakistani government officials to reform the
Christ as their LORD and Savior and that the Truth of
penal code and justice system in regard to blaspheScripture is believed.
my laws which are so prone to blatant abuse.
Pray Pakistani church planters, safe house shepherds,
Mirco & Nada Andreev
and evangelists will be fortified to continue to minister
Skopje, Macedonia
boldly, with increasing discernment and fruitfulness.
Answers to our prayers for the many events in October:
- The Reformation Conference was the first of its kind
in the country. It was held at the Macedonian Assembly. Prominent reformed persons from Macedonia
and Albania spoke from science and acedemic level.
- German Pastors; 10 came, attended church services, and one preached at Mirco’s church in Skopje.
A good opportunity to learn about each other and
share experiences how our LORD is working in their
lives.
- Pray for the Lord’s future plans between believers of
Macedonia and Germany.
- Reformation Sunday, October 29th, had 1,000 people present. This is a huge number because most
churches have 30-40 believers. Five pastors from different churches preached, sharing a few words on
the Five Pillars (the Five Solas) of the Reformation.
Around 120 children had their own program. The end
of the event wrapped up with the children singing a
special song to the Lord. All was a huge blessing for
the Evangelical Church of Macedonia.
- Resen, Macedonia is preparing for a new church
plant. It is in S/W Macedonia with Pastor Dragan Manev and his family. It will be the first Protestant church
in that place. They have baptized 7 people and have
started a fellowship.

Shoebox Report
By Karen Beverage
Praise the Lord for what he has done! We did not set
a goal this year, God did. And God’s goals was
more than ours would have been.
Our Church alone packed 260 Boxes!
(Up from 234 last year)
The total from our Collection Point was 501 boxes!
Last year the total was 429 Boxes.
Remember, they are not just Shoe Boxes, they
are Shoebox Missionaries. Please pray for all of the
recipients that they be open to the Gospel.

Celebrate
Advent
And Have a
Merrier
Christmas!
By Bruce Nygren Dec 1, 2016
AN ANCIENT CUSTOM FOR MODERN TIMES
Observance of an ancient custom called Advent
can help. Advent refers to the "coming" or "arrival" of Jesus
Christ.

For centuries, celebrating Advent has focused
the attention of busy people in a busy season on spiritual matters. What could be more appropriate in today's extended holiday rush?
The Advent custom is something of a late addition to history, as is the celebration of Christmas itself.
When the church began to observe Christmas in the
fourth century, a period of preparation was added. By
the tenth century, the Western world agreed that Advent should always consist of four Sundays. The first
Sunday of Advent occurs near or upon November 30.
Advent wreaths and candles can become a
great way to celebrate Christmas at home. The soft,
flickering light not only focuses thoughts on the Light of
the World but, provides a warm, calming environment
that prepares hearts for the celebration of Christ's
coming.
A FAMILY ADVENT CELEBRATION
Each Advent Sunday, you and your family or
friends (big or small) can gather for a brief time of worship that might include reading Scripture aloud, carols,
a devotional thought, an activity and, of course, lighting the advent wreath.
Follow this outline to get you in the Christmas spirit!
First Sunday. A Child Will Be Born to Us. Read: Isa.
9:2, Isa. 9:6 (light one candle). Carol: "O Come, O
Come, Emmanuel." Devotional; prayer. Carol: "Jesus
Loves Me."
Second Sunday. The Birth of Christ. Read: Mt. 1:1825, Lk. 2:1-7 (light two candles). Carol: "O Little Town of
Bethlehem." Devotional; prayer. Carol: "Away in a
Manger."
Third Sunday. The Shepherds and the Angels. Read: Lk.
2:8-20 (light three candles). Carol: "Silent Night, Holy
Night." Devotional; prayer. Carol: "O Come, All Ye
Faithful."
(Continued on next page)

Tahoe Community
Church Food Pantry
is closed!
By Kathy Pavich
On November 21st the Food
Pantry closed after 33 years of
serving our community both spiritually and physically with bags
of food, bread, dairy, vegetables and more.
The Food Pantry started in 1984 in a filing
cabinet drawer in the Annex. As things grew it
moved up to the kitchen in the office, and later
moved to the Multipurpose Room (MPR).
At one time we fed as many as 80+ households each Friday. During this last year our numbers
have dwindled and we found ourselves serving only
11-20 households on any given Friday. Our volunteers are much older now and it has been difficult
for us to continue to move the many heavy cases of
canned food and vegetables, etc. each week. This
combination has led to the closing of the Food Pantry.
We do not believe that our recipients will go
hungry as many of them are already receiving food
from other organizations and churches in town.
The Food Pantry can be started up again
with very little effort as we have not closed out our
sources of food. We are still partners with The Northern Nevada Food Bank and Catholic Charities.
Catholic Charities has assured us that any time we
want to re-open or even do special events, they will
bring us food!
“For everything there is a season and a time for
every matter under Heaven” Ecclesiastes 3:1
The season for the Food Pantry has come to
an end and we would like to thank the many volunteers who have stepped up in service and for the
glory of our Lord! A special thank you to Bob Daly
and Ted Beverage for giving a message each Friday; and to our regular volunteers – Don Huggins,
Carol Borsos, Sandy Erridge, Karen Atkinson, Chris
Olson, Brianna Johns, and Jennifer Patterson; and to
all the other people who have served throughout
the years.
This ministry has been a blessing and we will miss the
fellowship of serving together.
Editors Note: A special heart felt thanks goes out to
Bob and Kathy Pavich. Words can not express the
time, energy and heart you have both put in to this
service for our Lord over the years. From all of us at
Tahoe Community Church, thank you very much!!

“The Repulsive Side
of Christmas”

(The Repulsive side of Christmas Continued)

(Lev. 23:34-43). As they went and sought a place to
stay near their relatives in the 200-person village of
Mondo Gonzales, Pastor
Bethlehem, there was no room for them in the guest
You might be thinking that since room of their relatives. This is unfortunately translated
as “inn”, but there is a different Greek word for inn/
the title of this column refermotel that used in Luke 10:34. The word in the birth
ences the repulsive side of
story is the same as that of the guest room of the last
Christmas, it’s going to highlight the shameful commercialization that our society currently indulges in. It supper in Luke 22:11. What’s the point? Mary was
turned away from the guest room and ended up deis unfortunately true that too many people think of
livering her baby in or near the inner stable/courtyard
Santa or presents versus the story of Jesus’ birth. If
you fall into this category, then the first priority should of the house where the animals were kept! After Jesus
was born He was placed not in a cozy crib, but a wabe to change your way of thinking and to put the
tering trough or stone manger. This is what is repulsive
emphasis back on the birth of Jesus as evidence of
about Christmas. Jesus was born in a stinky, dirty,
God’s great love for us.
place where the animals lived. We tend to change
The repulsiveness of Christmas that I am talking about takes on a greater meaning when we see the nativity scene to make it look warm and pleasant
when instead the story presents the King of Kings and
the Christmas story in its original Jewish context. It’s
sometimes easy to forget that an angel appeared to Lord of Lords being born in a place where animals are
born! Isn’t Jesus worth more than that? He came from
a young Jewish girl living in the northern countryside
of the small nation of Israel. Jesus was born a Jewish heaven where He walked on streets of gold and received praise and glory (John 17:5).
boy, in a Jewish village, into a Jewish family, and
As we meditate on Jesus’ birth this year, let’s
most specifically into the Jewish culture.
remember
that Jesus left the glories and beauty of
Consulting almost any encyclopedia we
learn that Jesus was certainly not born on December heaven to come and be born in a dirty, stinky stable
because of His great love for us. Not only that, but
25. That was a day that was chosen by the church
to counter the Roman Empire’s pagan celebration of Jesus walked the painful road to the Cross of Calvary
33 years later so that He could die for your sins. Have
the rebirth of the Sun near the winter solstice on Deyou humbled yourself, as He humbled Himself, and
cember 21. Is it possible to know the time of Jesus’
birth? I think that the Bible gives clues in the birth sto- received Him as your savior? I pray that this Christmas
we don’t miss the true meaning and realize that we
ry that Jesus was born not in December, but instead
in the fall before the rainy season in the land of Israel. have a God who provided one way for salvation
Let’s remember that the shepherds were living in the through the birth of His most precious son…. in a filthy
stable.
fields at the time the angels appeared to tell them
Merry Christmas and may you honor God
the news of Jesus’ birth. It is interesting to note that
with your whole heart, soul, and mind.
shepherds lived in the fields after the harvest season
of early summer. They lived there to allow their
sheep to feed off the remains of the wheat harvests.
(Celebrate Advent Continued)
They would remain living in the fields during the dry
Fourth Sunday. The Visit of the Mamonths of summer, but left when the rains and cold
gi. Read: Mt. 2:1-12 (light four canbegan around October 1. There is not enough room
dles). Carol: "We Three Kings." Devofor all the details (there are more), but the shepherds tional; prayer. Carol: "The First Noel."
wouldn’t have been in the fields in cold late Decem- Christmas Eve. Celebrating the Visit of Christ. Read: Lk.
ber. It is not impossible, but unusual for them to be
1:67-69 (light all candles). Carol: "Joy to the World."
there that late in the season.
Devotional; prayer. Carol: "Hark! The Herald Angels
Why is this repulsive? Let me explain. Joseph Sing." On Christmas Eve, the final lighting of each
and Mary left Nazareth in northern Israel and travcandle provides a moving climax to the weeks of
eled approximately 70 miles south to where Jesus
preparation
would be born in Bethlehem. It is doubtful that they
Isn't it time to take a break from the bustle to
would have traveled this in dead of winter when rec- enjoy and celebrate Advent this year? By observing
ords tell us they had one year to obey the census
this tradition in your home, you and your family will not
required by Rome. They did go to Bethlehem bemiss the true significance of Christmas.
cause of the census, but during this time of the year it
was also the Feast of Tabernacles where they would Used with permission from Navpress, Disciplelive in little tents to celebrate the Exodus out of Egypt ship Journal, Nov/Dec 1989.
(Continued)

Announcements

Casey’s

- Fellowship Meal: Our next fellowship meal will be
on Sunday December 3rd at 12:00 pm in the MPR.

Youth Fundraiser

- Sunday Morning Class: The Sunday morning class
is doing a two-part class on how to write/share your
testimony. Sunday Morning at 9:00am in the MPR
- Advent Participants: Advent starts this week, December 3, and we are looking for families to help
light the candles and do some reading each week.
If you are interested in serving the Church in this way
please contact Mondo. Thanks!
- Special “Our Daily Bread” A Christmas edition of
“Our Daly Bread” is available in Sanctuary. I think
you will find it a great devotional tool.
Scripture Memory Verses for December
- December 3rd Micah 5:2
- December 10th Psalm 145:14
- December 17th Ephesians 4:2
- December 24th Luke 2:11
- December 31st Lamentations 3:23

Thursday December 7th
and
Thursday January 11th
8:00am - Closing
In Round Hill Center next to Safeway
A portion of all proceeds goes to help our Youth pay for
their winter Retreat at Jenness Park in February

Church Debt Update
in the November Newsletter, we
reported the church debt at 15,439.
As of this writing, the current Church
Debt stands at $ 7,599

Here to Serve You:
Elders: Jeff Brumbach, Bob Daly, Mondo Gonzales, Leonard O’Malley
Deacons/Deaconesses: Susie Brumbach, Jacky Daly, Jerry Klosterboer, Bob Pavich, Kathy Pavich, Tootie
O’Malley, Suzette Waite, Ted Beverage
Church Staff: Mondo Gonzales, Pastor; Ted Beverage, Music Director
Preschool Staff: Sarah Tran, Director/Teacher. Teachers: Lauren Marshall, Theresa DeGraffenreid
Teacher Assistants: Kamala Clark, Annie Preciado, Monique Doyle

P.O. Box 6598
Stateline, NV 89449

